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(57) ABSTRACT

A power source management system of a circuit board that
comprises: a processor, comprising a core voltage input
terminal; and a core voltage feedback terminal; and a
voltage regulating member, comprising a setting terminal
with a fixed reference voltage provided thereto; a detecting
terminal connected to the core voltage feedback terminal to
detect a feedback core voltage from the core voltage feed-
back terminal; and a core voltage output terminal connected
to the core voltage input terminal to provide a core voltage
thereto, wherein the core voltage is regulated by the voltage
regulating member based on the feedback core voltage, such
that the feedback core voltage is equal to the fixed reference
voltage, wherein an offset voltage equal to a difference
between a desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed
reference voltage is provided between the core voltage input
terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal by the
processor.

19 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
CIRCUIT BOARD AND POWER SOURCE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM OF CIRCUIT
BOARD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Chinese Patent Appli-
cation No. 201210449242 .X, filed on Nov. 9, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the art of
electronic devices and, in particular, to a circuit board and a
power source management system of a circuit board.

2. Description of the Related Art

The technology of Dynamic Voltage and Frequency Scal-
ing (DVFS) is often used in a circuit board of an electronic
device, such as a microcomputer, to improve system per-
formance and decrease system power consumption. Specifi-
cally, the processor of the circuit board (such as a GPU of a
graphics card) forecasts the performance that the system will
require during the following period based on the current
load, thus determines a required frequency and calculates a
new voltage based on the new frequency. The processor
informs the voltage regulating member so that the new
voltage is provided to the processor from the voltage regu-
lating member. The frequency regulation is performed by the
processor itself, while for the voltage regulation, it is
required that the processor provides a signal related to a
desired core voltage to the voltage regulating member, and
the voltage regulating member provides a core voltage to the
processor based on the signal.

Specially, taking a GPU as an example, as shown in FIG.
1, a GPU 1' is connected with a voltage regulating member
2' via a parallel bus or a serial bus. The GPU 1' outputs a
signal related to a desired core voltage to the voltage
regulating member 2' through the bus connection. The
reference voltage setting module 26' of the voltage regulat-
ing member receives the signal, converts it to the desired
core voltage Vn of the GPU and outputs it to the controller
24' of the voltage regulating member. The setting terminal of
the controller receive the above mentioned desired core
voltage Vn, while the detecting terminal of the controller
receive the core voltage Ve of the GPU to form a closed-loop
control. The controller adjusts the output voltage Ve based
on the desired core voltage Vn and the core voltage Vc
received by the detecting terminal until the core voltage Vc
is equal to the desired core voltage Vn.

Since a parallel bus or a serial bus is required for the
connection between the processor and the voltage regulating
member, the complexity of the circuit board is increased.
Meanwhile, the time for closed-loop regulation of the core
voltage of the processor is extended because of the bus
communication, thus the transient performance of the sys-
tem is hard to be improved.

Therefore, there is a need of providing a circuit board and
a power source management system of a circuit board to
solve the above problem in the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to solve the above problem, in accordance with
one aspect of the present invention, a power source man-
agement system of a circuit board is provided which com-
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2

prises: a processor, comprising a core voltage input terminal;
and a core voltage feedback terminal; and a voltage regu-
lating member, comprising a setting terminal with a fixed
reference voltage provided thereto; a detecting terminal
connected to the core voltage feedback terminal to detect a
feedback core voltage from the core voltage feedback ter-
minal; and a core voltage output terminal connected to the
core voltage input terminal to provide a core voltage thereto,
wherein the core voltage is regulated by the voltage regu-
lating member based on the feedback core voltage, such that
the feedback core voltage is equal to the fixed reference
voltage, wherein an offset voltage equal to a difference
between a desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed
reference voltage is provided between the core voltage input
terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal by the
processor.

Preferably, the processor comprises a voltage offset cir-
cuit, wherein two offset voltage output terminals of the
voltage offset circuit are connected to the core voltage input
terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal respec-
tively, such that the offset voltage is provided between them.

Preferably, a reference voltage source is provided in the
voltage regulating member, with an output terminal of the
reference voltage source providing the fixed reference volt-
age to the setting terminal.

Preferably, the voltage regulating member comprises: a
controller, with the setting terminal and the detecting ter-
minal connected thereto respectively, wherein a plurality of
PWM signals are output from the controller based on the
fixed reference voltage and the feedback core voltage; and a
multiphase power generating circuit connected to the con-
troller, wherein the multiphase power generating circuit
includes multiple BUCK circuits in parallel connection, with
each BUCK circuit receiving one of the plurality of PWM
signals; and the core voltage output terminal is formed by a
common output terminal of the multiple BUCK circuits in
parallel connection.

Preferably, a capacitor is provided between the core
voltage output terminal and the ground.

Preferably, the processor is a graphics processing unit, a
CPU or a digital signal processor.

Preferably, the processor determines the load thereof, and
determines the desired core voltage of the processor based
on the load.

Preferably, the core voltage input terminal is connected to
the core voltage output terminal via a copper wire; and the
core voltage feedback terminal is connected to the detecting
terminal via a copper wire.

Preferably, the core voltage is increased by the voltage
regulating member when the feedback core voltage is lower
than the fixed reference voltage, and decreased by the
voltage regulating member when the feedback core voltage
is higher than the fixed reference voltage.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a
circuit board is provided which comprises a power source
management system, the power source management system
comprises: a processor, comprising a core voltage input
terminal; and a core voltage feedback terminal; and a
voltage regulating member, comprising a setting terminal
with a fixed reference voltage provided thereto; a detecting
terminal connected to the core voltage feedback terminal to
detect a feedback core voltage from the core voltage feed-
back terminal; and a core voltage output terminal connected
to the core voltage input terminal to provide a core voltage
thereto, wherein the core voltage is regulated by the voltage
regulating member based on the feedback core voltage, such
that the feedback core voltage is equal to the fixed reference
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voltage, wherein an offset voltage equal to a difference
between a desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed
reference voltage is provided between the core voltage input
terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal by the
processor.

Preferably, the processor comprises a voltage offset cir-
cuit, wherein two offset voltage output terminals of the
voltage offset circuit are connected to the core voltage input
terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal respec-
tively, such that the offset voltage is provided between them.

Preferably, a reference voltage source is provided in the
voltage regulating member, with an output terminal of the
reference voltage source providing the fixed reference volt-
age to the setting terminal.

Preferably, the voltage regulating member comprises: a
controller, with the setting terminal and the detecting ter-
minal connected thereto respectively, wherein a plurality of
PWM signals are output from the controller based on the
fixed reference voltage and the feedback core voltage; and a
multiphase power generating circuit connected to the con-
troller, wherein the multiphase power generating circuit
includes multiple BUCK circuits in parallel connection, with
each BUCK circuit receiving one of the plurality of PWM
signals; and the core voltage output terminal is formed by a
common output terminal of the multiple BUCK circuits in
parallel connection.

Preferably, a capacitor is provided between the core
voltage output terminal and the ground.

Preferably, the processor is a graphics processing unit, a
CPU or a digital signal processor.

Preferably, the processor determines the load thereof, and
determines the desired core voltage of the processor based
on the load.

Preferably, the core voltage input terminal is connected to
the core voltage output terminal via a copper wire; and the
core voltage feedback terminal is connected to the detecting
terminal via a copper wire.

Preferably, the core voltage is decreased by the voltage
regulating member when the feedback core voltage is higher
than the fixed reference voltage, and increased by the
voltage regulating member when the feedback core voltage
is lower than the fixed reference voltage.

Preferably, the circuit board is a graphics card.

Following are the effectiveness of the present invention:

In the power source management system of a circuit board
of the invention, a fixed reference voltage rather than the
desired core voltage is provided to the setting terminal of the
regulating member, and the processor is provided with a core
voltage input terminal and a core voltage feedback terminal,
with the core voltage feedback terminal connected to the
detecting terminal of the voltage regulating member. An
offset voltage equal to a difference between a desired core
voltage of the processor and the fixed reference voltage is
provided between the core voltage input terminal and the
core voltage feedback terminal by the processor. Meanwhile,
the voltage regulating member always regulates the output
voltage at the core voltage output terminal thereof, taking
the fixed reference voltage as a target value and the feedback
core voltage at the core voltage feedback terminal as a
detected value, such that the core voltage at the core voltage
input terminal of the processor is regulated.

Thus, when the desired voltage is equal to the fixed
reference voltage, the offset voltage will be set to 0V, and the
voltage regulating member regulates the output voltage (so
that the core voltage at the core voltage input terminal of the
processor is regulated) until the detected feedback core
voltage is equal to the fixed reference voltage. When it is
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required to increase the core voltage, the offset voltage is
regulated by the processor to be equal to the difference
between a desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed
reference voltage, then the feedback core voltage is
decreased by an amount equal to the difference between the
desired core voltage and the fixed reference voltage.
Because of the reduction of the feedback core voltage, the
voltage regulating member will increase the output voltage
thereof, so that the core voltage will be increased, until the
feedback core voltage is increased by an amount equal to the
difference between the desired core voltage and the fixed
reference voltage (so that the core voltage is also increased
by an amount equal to the difference between the desired
core voltage and the fixed reference voltage). Then the core
voltage reaches the desired core voltage. Similarly, when it
is required to decrease the core voltage, the core voltage can
also reach the desired core voltage by the above mentioned
method.

It will be understand that since the fixed reference voltage
rather than the desired core voltage is provided to the setting
terminal of the regulating member, and an offset voltage is
provided in the processor based on the desired core voltage,
which causes the core voltage output from the voltage
regulating member to be changed, the part which processes
the voltage regulation is moved from the voltage regulating
member into the processor in the power source management
system of the present invention. So that the communication
bus between the processor and the voltage regulating mem-
ber is not needed, and the complexity of the circuit board is
decreased. Meanwhile, the time for closed-loop regulation
of'the core voltage of the processor is greatly shortened, with
the transient performance of the system improved because
no bus communication is needed between the processor and
the voltage regulating member.

A serial of simplified conceptions are incorporated into
the summary of the invention, which will be further
described in more detail in the detailed description. The
summary of the invention neither implies that it is intended
to limit the essential features and necessary technical fea-
tures of the technical solution to be protected, nor implies
that it is intended to define the protection scope of the
technical solution to be protected.

Advantages and features of the present invention will be
described in detail below in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings are included to provide a
further understanding of the invention, and are incorporated
in and constitute a part of this specification. The drawings
illustrate embodiments of the invention and, together with
the description, serve to explain the principles of the inven-
tion. In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of the connection relationship
in the power source management system of a circuit board
in the prior art; and

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of the connection relationship
in the power source management system of a circuit board
in accordance with the embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A plenty of specific details are presented so as to provide
more thoroughly understanding of the present invention in
the description below. However, the present invention may
be implemented without one or more of these details, as is
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obvious to those skilled in the art. In other examples, some
of the technical features known in the art are not described
s0 as to avoid confusions with the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, the power source management
system of a circuit board according to the embodiment of the
invention comprises a processor 1 and a voltage regulating
member 2. The processor 1 comprises a core voltage input
terminal 11 and a core voltage feedback terminal 12. The
voltage regulating member 2 comprises a setting terminal
21, a detecting terminal 22 and a core voltage output
terminal 23. A fixed reference voltage Vf is provided to the
setting terminal 21. The detecting terminal 22 is connected
to the core voltage feedback terminal 12 to detect a feedback
core voltage Vs from the core voltage feedback terminal 12.
The core voltage output terminal 23 is connected to the core
voltage input terminal 11 of the processor 1 to provide a core
voltage Vc thereto (The output voltage Vcc at the core
voltage output terminal 23 is slightly different from the core
voltage V¢ received by the core voltage input terminal 11 of
the processor 1 because of the influence of factors such as
the resistance of connection wire, etc.). Wherein, the output
voltage Vc is regulated by the voltage regulating member 2
based on the feedback core voltage Vs, and then the core
voltage is regulated, such that the feedback core voltage Vs
is equal to the fixed reference voltage V. That is, the output
voltage Ve is regulated by the voltage regulating member 2,
and then the core voltage is regulated, and the output voltage
Vee and the core voltage Ve are regulated until the feedback
core voltage Vs is equal to the fixed reference voltage Vf.
The core voltage Vc is increased by the voltage regulating
member 2 when the feedback core voltage Vs is lower than
the fixed reference voltage VT, and decreased by the voltage
regulating member 2 when the feedback core voltage Vs is
higher than the fixed reference voltage V{. An offset voltage
Vo equal to the difference between a desired core voltage Vn
of the processor 1 and the fixed reference voltage VT is
provided between the core voltage input terminal 11 and the
core voltage feedback terminal 12 by the processor 1. It will
be understand that the feedback core voltage Vs=Vc-Vo.

In the power source management system of a circuit board
of the invention, a fixed reference voltage V1 rather than the
desired core voltage is provided to the setting terminal 21 of
the regulating member 2, and an offset voltage Vo equal to
the difference between a desired core voltage Vn of the
processor 1 and the fixed reference voltage VT is provided
between the core voltage input terminal 11 and the core
voltage feedback terminal 12 by the processor 1. Mean-
while, the voltage regulating member 2 always regulates the
output voltage Vce at the core voltage output terminal 23
thereof, taking the fixed reference voltage V{ as a target
value and the feedback core voltage Vs at the core voltage
feedback terminal 12 as a detected value, such that the core
voltage Vc at the core voltage input terminal 11 of the
processor 1 is regulated.

Thus, when the desired voltage Vn is equal to the fixed
reference voltage VT, the offset voltage Vo will be set to 0V,
s0 Vs=Vc¢, and the voltage received by the detecting terminal
22 of the voltage regulating member 2 is the core voltage Vc.
The voltage regulating member 2 regulates the output volt-
age Vcc (so that the core voltage Ve is regulated) until the
detected feedback core voltage Vs is equal to the fixed
reference voltage VI. When it is required to increase the core
voltage Vc, the offset voltage Vo is regulated by the pro-
cessor 1 to be equal to the difference between a desired core
voltage Vn of the processor 1 and the fixed reference voltage
VI (Vo=Vn-Vi1), then the feedback core voltage Vs is
decreased by an amount equal to the difference between the
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desired core voltage Vn and the fixed reference voltage VI
(i.e., Vn-VT{). Because of the reduction of the feedback core
voltage Vs, the voltage regulating member 2 will increase
the output voltage Vcec thereof, so that the core voltage Ve
will be increased, until the feedback core voltage Vs is
increased by an amount equal to Vn-VT (so that the core
voltage Ve is also increased by an amount equal to Vn-VT{).
Then the core voltage Vc reaches the desired core voltage
Vn. Similarly, when it is required to decrease the core
voltage V¢, the core voltage Ve can also reach the desired
core voltage Vn by the above mentioned method.

It will be understood that since the fixed reference voltage
VT rather than the desired core voltage Vn is provided to the
setting terminal 21 of the regulating member 2, and an offset
voltage Vo is provided in the processor 1 based on the
desired core voltage Vn, which causes the output voltage
Vee of the voltage regulating member, and thus the core
voltage Vcc to be changed, the part which processes the
voltage regulation is moved from the voltage regulating
member 2 into the processor 1 in the power source man-
agement system of the present invention. So that the com-
munication bus between the processor and the voltage
regulating member is not needed, and the complexity of the
circuit board is decreased. Meanwhile, the time for closed-
loop regulation of the core voltage of the processor 1 is
greatly shortened, with the transient performance of the
system improved because no bus communication is needed
between the processor 1 and the voltage regulating member
2.

The offset voltage Vo can be applied through a variety of
ways. Preferably, in the present embodiment, the processor
1 comprises a voltage offset circuit 13, with two offset
voltage output terminals of the voltage offset circuit 13
connected to the core voltage input terminal 11 and the core
voltage feedback terminal 12 respectively, such that the
offset voltage Vo is provided between them. The processor
1 can regulate the offset voltage Vo by controlling the
voltage output from the offset circuit 13.

The fixed reference voltage VI may be provided to the
setting terminal 21 of the voltage regulating member 2 from
an external power source. Preferably, a reference voltage
source 26 is provided in the voltage regulating member 2,
with an output terminal of the reference voltage source 26
providing the fixed reference voltage Vf to the setting
terminal 21.

The voltage regulating member 2 can have any structure
with the above mentioned function of outputting voltage.
Preferably, in the present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 2,
the voltage regulating member 2 comprises a controller 24
and a multiphase power generating circuit 25. Wherein, the
above mentioned setting terminal 21 and the above men-
tioned detecting terminal 22 are connected to the controller
24 respectively. A plurality of PWM signals corresponding
to the output voltage Vece are output from the controller 24
based on the fixed reference voltage Vf from the setting
terminal 21 and the feedback core voltage Vs from the
detecting terminal 22. The multiphase power generating
circuit 25 is connected to the controller 24. The multiphase
power generating circuit 25 includes multiple BUCK cir-
cuits in parallel connection, with each BUCK circuit receiv-
ing one of the plurality of PWM signals. The above men-
tioned core voltage output terminal 23 for outputting the
above mentioned output voltage Ve is formed by a common
output terminal of the multiple BUCK circuits in parallel
connection. The structure of the voltage regulating member
2 is simple and the output voltage of the voltage regulating
member 2 is stable.
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More preferably, a capacitor C is provided between the
core voltage output terminal 23 and the ground for filtering
the output voltage Vcc, so that the output voltage Vec is
more precise.

The processor 1 of the present embodiment is a graphics
processing unit. But in practice, the processor 1 can be any
other type of suitable processor, such as a CPU or a digital
signal processor. Moreover, the processor 1 determines the
load thereof, and determines the desired core voltage Vn of
the processor 1 based on the load.

In addition, any suitable connection manner can be
employed for connecting the core voltage input terminal 11
to the core voltage core voltage output terminal 23 and
connecting the core voltage feedback terminal 12 and the
detecting terminal 22. Preferably, the core voltage input
terminal 11 is connected to the core voltage output terminal
23 via a copper wire, and the core voltage feedback terminal
12 is connected to the detecting terminal 22 via a copper
wire.

In accordance with another aspect of the present inven-
tion, a circuit board is further provided which may comprise
any type of the power source management system as men-
tioned above. The properties and features of all the compo-
nents as well as the connection relationship among them in
the power source management system have been described
previously and will not be described in detail here.

The part which processes the voltage regulation is moved
from the voltage regulating member 2 to the processor 1 in
the power source management system of the circuit board of
the present invention. So that the communication bus
between the processor and the voltage regulating member is
not needed, and the complexity of the circuit board is
decreased. Meanwhile, the time for closed-loop regulation
of the core voltage of the processor 1 is greatly shortened,
with the transient performance of the system improved
because no bus communication is needed between the
processor 1 and the voltage regulating member 2.

The circuit board can be any type of circuit board with any
function which comprises the above mentioned power
source management system. Preferably, in the present
embodiment, the circuit board is a graphics card.

The present invention has been described by the above-
mentioned embodiments. However, it will be understand
that the above-mentioned embodiments are for the purpose
of demonstration and description and not for the purpose of
limiting the present to the scope of the described embodi-
ments. Moreover, those skilled in the art could appreciated
that the present invention is not limited to the above men-
tioned embodiments and that various meodifications and
adaptations in accordance of the teaching of the present
invention may be made within the scope and spirit of the
present invention. The protection scope of the present inven-
tion is further defined by the following claims and equiva-
lent scope thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A power source management system of a circuit board,
comprising:

a processor that includes:

a voltage offset circuit having a first offset voltage
output terminal and a second offset voltage output
terminal,

a core voltage input terminal coupled to the first offset
voltage output terminal, and

a core voltage feedback terminal coupled to the second
offset voltage output terminal; and

a voltage regulating means that is separate from the

processor and includes:
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a controller,

a setting terminal connected to the controller with a
fixed reference voltage provided thereto,

a detecting terminal connected to the controller and
coupled to the core voltage feedback terminal to
detect a feedback core voltage from the core voltage
feedback terminal, and

a core voltage output terminal coupled to the core
voltage input terminal to provide a core voltage
thereto, wherein the core voltage output terminal and
the core voltage input terminal are separate termi-
nals,

wherein the core voltage is regulated by the voltage

regulating means based on the feedback core voltage,

such that the feedback core voltage is equal to the fixed
reference voltage,

wherein an offset voltage equal to a difference between a

desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed

reference voltage is provided between the core voltage
input terminal and the core voltage feedback terminal
by the processor.

2. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein the

the offset voltage is further provided between the first

offset voltage output terminal and the second offset

voltage output terminal.

3. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein a reference voltage source is provided in the voltage
regulating means, with an output terminal of the reference
voltage source providing the fixed reference voltage to the
setting terminal.

4. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein a plurality of PWM signals are output from the
controller based on the fixed reference voltage and the
feedback core voltage, the voltage regulating means further
includes

a multiphase power generating circuit connected to the

controller, wherein the multiphase power generating

circuit includes multiple BUCK circuits in parallel
connection, with each BUCK circuit receiving one of
the plurality of PWM signals, and

the core voltage output terminal is formed by a common

output terminal of the multiple BUCK circuits in par-

allel connection.

5. The power source management system of claim 4,
wherein a capacitor is provided between the core voltage
output terminal and the ground.

6. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein the processor comprises i& a graphics processing
unit, a CPU or a digital signal processor.

7. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein the processor determines the load thereof, and
determines the desired core voltage of the processor based
on the load.

8. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein

the core voltage input terminal is connected to the core

voltage output terminal via a copper wire; and

the core voltage feedback terminal is connected to the

detecting terminal via a copper wire.

9. The power source management system of claim 1,
wherein the core voltage is increased by the voltage regu-
lating means when the feedback core voltage is lower than
the fixed reference voltage, and decreased by the voltage
regulating means when the feedback core voltage is higher
than the fixed reference voltage.
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10. A circuit board, comprising:
a power source management system that includes:
a processor that includes:

a voltage offset circuit having a first offset voltage
output terminal and a second offset voltage output
terminal,

a core voltage input terminal coupled to the first
offset voltage output terminal, and

a core voltage feedback terminal coupled to the
second offset voltage output terminal; and

a voltage regulating means that is separate from the
processor and includes:

a controller,

a setting terminal connected to the controller with a
fixed reference voltage provided thereto,

a detecting terminal connected to the controller and
coupled to the core voltage feedback terminal to
detect a feedback core voltage from the core
voltage feedback terminal, and

a core voltage output terminal coupled to the core
voltage input terminal to provide a core voltage
thereto, wherein the core voltage output terminal
and the core voltage input terminal are separate
terminals,

wherein the core voltage is regulated by the voltage
regulating means based on the feedback core volt-
age, such that the feedback core voltage is equal to
the fixed reference voltage,

wherein an offset voltage equal to a difference between

a desired core voltage of the processor and the fixed

reference voltage is provided between the core volt-

age input terminal and the core voltage feedback
terminal by the processor.

11. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein the the offset
voltage is further provided between the first offset voltage
output terminal and the second offset voltage output termi-
nal.

12. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein a reference
voltage source is provided in the voltage regulating means,
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with an output terminal of the reference voltage source
providing the fixed reference voltage to the setting terminal.

13. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein a plurality of
PWM signals are output from the controller based on the
fixed reference voltage and the feedback core voltage, the
voltage regulating means further includes

a multiphase power generating circuit connected to the

controller, wherein the multiphase power generating
circuit includes multiple BUCK circuits in parallel
connection, with each BUCK circuit receiving one of
the plurality of PWM signals, and

the core voltage output terminal is formed by a common

output terminal of the multiple BUCK circuits in par-
allel connection.

14. The circuit board of claim 13, wherein a capacitor is
provided between the core voltage output terminal and the
ground.

15. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein the processor
comprises a graphics processing unit, a CPU or a digital
signal processor.

16. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein the processor
determines the load thereof, and determines the desired core
voltage of the processor based on the load.

17. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein

the core voltage input terminal is connected to the core

voltage output terminal via a copper wire; and

the core voltage feedback terminal is connected to the

detecting terminal via a copper wire.

18. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein the core
voltage is decreased by the voltage regulating means when
the feedback core voltage is higher than the fixed reference
voltage, and increased by the voltage regulating means when
the feedback core voltage is lower than the fixed reference
voltage.

19. The circuit board of claim 10, wherein the circuit
board comprises a graphics card.

#* #* #* #* #*
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